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REGULATORY & MARKETPLACE

Brexit and the UK Pet Food Industry 

The Pet Food Manufacturers’ Association (PFMA) 
is the united voice of the UK pet food industry. Our 
76 members account for over 90% of the market. 
The decision taken by the UK electorate in June 
2016 to leave the EU has profound implications 
for our Association’s members. Whilst the future is 
uncertain, the role of the PFMA is to ensure industry’s 
views are represented in all relevant negotiations 
and that we support our members in planning for 
what lies ahead.

Pet Food Uniquely Positioned
The pet food industry holds a unique place within the food
and feed sector. Whilst we are governed by the same 
high safety rules covering the feed industry, at the same 
time our consumers are those who shop in the general 
retail environment. This presents unique challenges; we 
have many commonalities with the feed sector and we 
can present a united voice on certain Brexit issues, but we 
also have our own, very distinct needs. We move forward 
building alliances, yet ensuring the voice of our industry is 
heard.

The UK Pet Food Sector

Vital statistics about the pet food industry:

• 12 million (44%) UK households have pets
• The total pet population is 54 million
• The UK market is valued at £3 billion
• PFMA members currently access 500m consumers
• in the EU single market
• The European pet food market is valued at 15
• billion euros
• 80% of pet food ingredients are sourced from  

the UK

Key Issues for the UK Pet Food Industry
In March 2017, PFMA launched its Brexit Manifesto, which 
we developed following a survey of the membership. We 
identifi ed fi ve priority areas:

1. Animal Health & Welfare
2. Raw Materials Supplies
3. Regulatory Regime
4. Market Access
5. Workforce

In the UK we have some of the highest animal health 
and product safety standards in the world. This is 
underpinned by stringent legislation on what raw materials 
we can use and how pet food is manufactured. It also 
relies on supervision by offi cial vets and meat hygiene 
inspectors, as well as safeguards to handle any disease  
outbreaks.

On top of this, we have developed a complex set of 
guidelines through our European association, FEDIAF, which
ensures our members follow best practice to meet, and 
even go beyond, the strict regulation. We must ensure 

these standards and high animal health levels remain as 
strong as ever, not only to satisfy our UK customers but also
to ensure UK pet food remains highly regarded when we 
trade globally.

Animal welfare: The pet food sector is in a unique position 
when it comes to animal welfare. We are not only keen to 
ensure the highest welfare of our pets; through providing 
the best possible nutrition, we also support livestock having
the best possible life as well as end of life. Maintaining high
levels of farm animal welfare post-Brexit is critical. This is a
cost to farmers that must not be undermined by importing
products from markets which operate under lower welfare 
standards.

Raw materials: We are proud of our contribution to 
sustainability in the agri-food sector. Pet food companies 
utilise those parts of the animal surplus to the requirements
of the human food chain (around 600,000 tonnes in 2016). 
This gives value to farmers who would otherwise have to 
dispose of that high-quality material. Similarly, right at the 
other end of the life cycle, only 0.7% of pet food is thrown 
away by consumers. Compare this to an average 30% of all
other food purchased being thrown away.

Our members currently source 80% of their raw materials
from the UK and we are keen for this to continue. A strong 
UK agricultural policy is key to this, and is also important for
ensuring the high welfare and safety standards.

Non-tariff barriers: Much of the discussion on future 
trading arrangements with the EU focuses on the impact 
of tariffs. For the pet food sector, it is the impact of nontariff 
barriers which is likely to be more critical. These include 
the requirement for export health certifi cates (signed by 
offi cial vets), the requirement to prove the origin of the 
raw material used in pet food, and the need for veterinary 
inspection at the border. All of these will take time, add cost, 
and require suffi cient numbers of qualified vets.

The veterinary workforce: The British Veterinary Association
(BVA) and Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) 
are working with government to address the issue of the 
veterinary workforce and there are calls to have vets placed 
on the Shortage Occupation List.

Approximately 85% of offi cial state vets working in abattoirs 
and up to 30% of all vets come from the EU. Without their 
continued presence, the health and welfare of our pets and 
the quality of their food could be impacted. PFMA supports 
the lobbying endeavours of these vet bodies, and this is 
just one example of sectors working together to achieve 
common goals for a common good. 

Regulations: PFMA members have worked intensely 
with EU partners to establish rules and regulations which 
underpin the Single Market and have facilitated trade. 
We will need to consider whether to implement new 
legislation currently under negotiation but not yet in force. 
For now, we need to maintain legislation in line with the  
EU.
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Coalition on Welfare Issues
PFMA is active in the All Party Parliamentary Group for Animal 
Welfare (APGAW). APGAW is an all-party group made up 
of MPs, peers and associate animal welfare organisations 
or groups with a specifi c interest in this area. 

The aim of the Group is to promote and further the cause 
of animal welfare to the Parliaments at Westminster and in 
Europe. This group is highly relevant and has become even 
more so for PFMA in light of Brexit.

Other broader pet-related considerations include the 
PETS travel scheme. Many UK nationals resident in the EU are 
concerned about their pets’ future rights of movement. From 
a leisure perspective, owners have become accustomed to 
taking their pets abroad and there needs to be clarity on 
what will happen going forward.

UK Pets Didn’t Vote for Brexit
Whatever your views on Brexit, the 54 million pets in the UK 

did not vote for it. PFMA is working with its members and 
other organisations to ensure quality, safety and welfare is 
maintained. Join the conversation at: https://www.pfma. 
org.uk/brexit-pfma




