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The Use of Social Media in Veterinary Public Health 
Teaching

The use of social media in the training process of future 
veterinary professionals could be a useful tool in order to 
highlight the relevance of veterinary public health, engaging 
students in topics that may appear otherwise unattractive 
or irrelevant. Innovation in teaching/learning is essential to 
be able to engage with the needs of the new generation of 
students.

Veterinary public health (VPH) is a core component of the 
veterinary training and the veterinary profession. The large 
proportion of diseases that count as zoonoses, the increasing 
threats for food safety and food security, as well as concerns on 
antimicrobial resistance, environmental issues, globalisation 
and transboundary animal diseases, make it necessary, 
perhaps more than ever, to highlight the veterinarians’ role 
in VPH in the veterinary medical curricula, thus continuing to 
protect human and animal health. However, the number of 
students interested in VPH topics is reduced and there is a 
shortage of professionals working directly in VPH.

In parallel, educators are facing an interesting and 
challenging scenario with a new generation of students 
who possess a different approach to teaching/learning. This 
generation, known as generation Y is characterised, amongst 
other aspects, by:

• Wanting a voice in class decisions;
• Wanting to establish rapport with the instructor;
• Valuing group interactions;
• Viewing class time as a social and educational 

experience;
• Disliking being passive recipients of information;
• Needing to be engaged to retain information;
• Wanting a variety of learning experiences;
• Being used to being entertained;
• Needing course work that must be relevant to the real 

world;
• Wanting information to be up to date.

In order to engage in VPH teaching/learning with vet 
students at the School of Veterinary Medicine and Science 
(SVMS) at the University of Nottingham, it was considered 
that interacting with them using social media could be an 
effective way to encourage students to discuss relevant VPH 
topics, while staff could provide guidance while facilitating 
dialogue in an informal setting. 

The Twitter account @vetpubhealth was opened, 
where updates from international bodies such as the 
World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), World Health 
Organization (WHO), European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), 
and Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) are routinely 
posted. Additionally, students are offered the opportunity of 

taking part in quizzes and revision sessions which are open 
not only to Nottingham vet students, but widely available to 
any vet student to join.

Though it is not compulsory for SVMS students to open 
an account or interact in Twitter, currently several of our 
students choose this social media to clarify their doubts or 
to discuss current VPH topics in the media. This platform has 
been also useful to identify colleagues in UK and abroad 
willing to publish and discuss their cases, helping to create a 
useful working network.

In order to make more effective the interaction with 
students through Twitter, it was necessary to supply relevant 
graphic material that could help the students to visualise and 
understand scenarios and/or situations which may not occur 
during their practical lessons or that they did not experience 
while in their student placements. The SVMS had already 
opened an account in the photo-sharing website platform 
Flickr (https://www.flickr.com/photos/nottinghamvets/sets/), 
which was used as an Open Educational Resource (OER). This 
platform was considered to be the most suitable option to 
produce VPH photo sets that could be both available as an 
OER and useful for Twitter discussions. 

Photos were collected from different sources such as food 
processing facilities (with previous agreement of the food 
business operators (FBOs)), but most importantly students 
were given the opportunity to take part in the project by 
submitting pictures of VPH relevance taken during their 
clinical extra-mural studies (CEMS). The students were given 
freedom to use their judgment to select situations that could 

Figure 1: Anthrax Meeting Rancapinang (Java, Indonesia). 
Photo submitted by a Cornell (USA) vet student to 
the VPH photo competition, highlighting the role of 
veterinarians in risk communication (https://www.
f l ickr .com/photos/nott inghamvets/12903338593/in/
album-72157643627564754/).
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have a VPH component, thus becoming an active player in 
their VPH training. 

Furthermore, a worldwide photo competition in VPH was 
opened to all veterinary students. Students worldwide were 
invited to submit their entries. Interestingly, participants 
not only submitted pictures in food safety and zoonoses, but 
also in broader VPH topics such as risk communication and 
training (Figure 1) and environmental issues (Figure 2). This 
demonstrates that with proper encouragement, students can 
recognise the value of our profession in the One Health frame.

The easy access to graphic material of VPH relevance 
through the SVMS Flickr account has been an important 
asset for the delivery of VPH teaching/learning using social 
media and formal/traditional teaching at our school. The 
content of our VPH photo database is constantly increasing. 
By using an Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike licence 
under Creative Commons, our account has become a valuable 
image resource, not only for the SVMS but for every vet school. 

By eliminating hierarchical structures, the use of social 
networks for teaching/learning can help to develop a closer 
relationship between trainer and trainee, while encouraging 
more active student participation. Nevertheless, guidelines 
for online professionalism are essential in order to ensure 
that boundaries and policies are respected. Social media can 

be a useful media to interact with students and enhance the 
teaching/learning experience and inspire students in topics 
like VPH. 
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Figure 2: Merino sheep in New Zealand. Photo submitted by a Nottingham (UK) vet student to the VPH photo competition, 
highlighting the environmental impact of food production (https://www.flickr.com/photos/nottinghamvets/13421533414/in/
album-72157643734107155


